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Uncurbed enthusiasm

Activist Laurie David
isn't afraid to stand up
for her ideals—or to
occasionally embarrass
her husband.

By Rachel Abramowitz
Times Staff Writer

When Laurie David, environ-
mental activist extraordinaire, sees
people wending down the streets in
Hummers, she just can't help her-
self. "I have to send them negative
vibes and sometimes I get busted,"
she admits. "I'm like scowling at a
woman driving a Hummer and she
sees me, and her window goes
down, and I'm forced to say, 'Do
you know what you're driving?
How many miles a gallon do you
get in that?' Then we get into an
altercation and my husband's
horrified and begs me to change
my last name back to my maiden
name."

David's husband is Larry David,
the co-creator of "Seinfeld" and
now star and creator of HBO's
"Curb Your Enthusiasm." On the
show, he's married to a Mrs.
David, who's the model of wifely
forbearance, lithe, blond, a Pacific
Palisades semi-saint. That's not
this wife.
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KIN}JER, GENTLER ON TV: Laurie David, wife of “Curb Your Enthusiasm” creator Larry
David, says of her TV alter-ego: “I'm not nearly as patient or as nice to Larry as she is.”



"That's his dream wife!" says
David, using her favorite line
about the character played by
Cheryl Hines. "Trust me. I'm not
nearly as patient or as nice to Larry
as she is." The real Mrs. David is a
lithe, dark, glossy-haired former
New Yorker.

On a recent Tuesday afternoon, in
the new, environmentally sound
West Coast headquarters of the
Natural Resources Defense
Council, she was wearing a lemon
drop sweater, a kicky black skirt
and black stiletto boots. With an
upfront manner, she's more of the
pushy broad genus, a former show
biz executive who for the last eight
years has devoted herself to such
passions as stopping global
warming and promoting fuel-
efficient vehicles.

The TV show might be raising her
fictional profile, but the real Mrs.
David does just fine on her own,
magnetizing not only supporters
but rabid detractors who bemoan
celebrities with money and mouths
— and all-access passes to the
media.

David is a board member of the
NRDC, which employs a platoon
of lawyers and scientists to battle
on behalf of the environment
through the courts and in
Washington, D.C. On Thursday,
the organization is opening the
Leonardo DiCaprio e-Activism
Zone and the David Family
Environmental Action Center, a
Santa Monica mini-museum with a
gift shop selling hiking books and
Patagonia sweatshirts emblazoned
with the NRDC logo.

David, whose husband has earned
hundreds of millions of dollars
from the syndication of "Seinfeld,"
admits, "I'm not someone who
funds buildings. That doesn't

interest me. I'm more interested in
programs." But when she finally
saw the environmentally sound
center, which boasts exhibits on
topics such as global warming, as
well as computers on which
attendees can write their
congressional representatives, she
was "blown away."

"[ got it — why having a green
building is so important. Everyone
who walks into this building is
going to leave this building
thinking about it. The chairs are
made out of old seat belts. The
rugs have blue jeans in them.
Everything is sustainable here. If
everybody leaves with one thing
[that they think] I could do this
way or that way — that's going to
change the world. You create these
tiny ripples.”

The Davids aren't the only
Hollywood names detting the gray
clapboard (which is actually
Hardiplank wood-fiber/cement
siding) building. The office is
named for longtime trustee Robert
Redford, and includes the Horn
Family (Warner Bros. President
Alan Horn) terrace, and the Peter
Morton (CEO of the Hard Rock
Hotel) conference room.

ON HER SLEEVE: Environmental
causes such as halting global warming
are close to Laurie David’s heart.

Hollywood inroads

While the NRDC has been in
California for the last 15 years, it's
only in the last several years that
it's made serious inroads into the
Hollywood community, attracting
the support of everyone from
Cameron Diaz to Tom Hanks.
That's in no small part due to
David, who, among many things,
produces its biannual fundraiser,
which raises millions.

"She's someone whose dedication
to these issues is like you wouldn't
believe," says NRDC founder John
Adams. "It's unbelievable the
doors that have been opened."

"One of my main jobs is to
cultivate advocates and activists.”
explains David, who has held
"dozens and dozens" of dinners at
her house, as well as "eco-salons”
to introduce leading environmental
thinkers to the community. She's
not done yet. "l want to meet everv
single person in this town who
cares about environmental issues
and [ want to get them active. |
want to train them and I want them
working with me on these issues.

"Somebody said to me Elizabeth
Wiatt [wife of William Morris
President Jim Wiatt] cares about
environmental issues," says David,
recounting the informal
networking that goes on. "I'm like.
'She does? Can you introduce me
to her?' She's now like my best
friend and partner.”

In fact, David and Wiatt co-chair
the NRDC's Action Forum, a
posse, primarily of Hollywood
wives, dedicated to the
environment. The group, which
includes Kelly Chapman Meyer
(wife of Universal Studios
President Ron Meyer) and Gigi
Levangerie Grazer (writer and wife









