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O THELMA AND LOUISE, ACTIVIST LAURIE DAVID AND ROC
W ARE IN A BIODIESEL BUS WITH A MISSION: TO RILE UP THE

HEARTLAND ABOUT THE PERILS OF GLOBAL WARMING. BY LISA CHASE

t snowed the morning in January that ELLE’s guest editor

Laurie David and singer-songwriter Sheryl Crow got

together with us to talk about their two-week Stop Global

Warming dorm-storming College Tour to raise awareness

about climate change. The disconcerting thing about the
snow was that we were in Santa Monica. Meanwhile, the previous
week in New York, it was 72 degrees and the daffodils were coming
up. “We had mosquitoes all the way through Thanksgiving this
year in Nashville,” Crow says. “It all feels biblical.”

David, producer of the Oscar-winning An Inconvenient Truth
and founder of the 650,000-strong virtual march on Washington,
DC, to protest climate change, and Crow, an early environmental
adopter (she was a first-generation Prius owner and still drives one),

hatched the idea to travel through the South, starting in Dallas on
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April 9, “because Texas has the highest €O, emissions of anystate
in the country,” David says. Theyie to be'on'the'road as you'read
this (watch their progress at stopglobalwarming.msn.com), heading
to Louisiana, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Virginia, Tennessee,
North Carolina, Maryland—and ultimately, Washington, DC,
on April 22: Earth Day. There they’ll host a rally and a concert
featuring the likes of Larry David, Melissa Etheridge, Faith Hill,
and Tim McGraw, and then hand out copies of An Inconvenient
Truth to congressmen and any other bureaucrat who will listen to
their message. “I have my own personal fantasy that people in the
administration will actually take a DVD home,” David says.

ELLE: So how did this get started?

LAURIE DAVID: This whole thing, this bus tour, was Sheryl’s
idea, and I'm so grateful to her for having thought of it. >
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SHERYL CROW: We're the Simon and Garfunkel of global
warming.

ELLE: It sounds as if there’s a story to tell.

LD: Well, I had a party for a mutual friend, Rita Wilson. It was
just close girlfriends here at my house, and Sheryl came. We had
cocktails, we had a great dinner, we had a line-dancing instructor.
And afterward I thought if T secretly put a guitar in the living room,
maybe she would spot it in the corner, and she might pick it up. But
when we got down there, I'd actually had enough to drink thac |
picked it up. I play only one song, which I learned when I was 11:
“Where Have All the Flowers Gone.”

SC: It was a bonding moment [laughter].

LD: Itwas. So I played “Where Have All the Flowers Gone” and she
sang it, and I was in heaven. I think maybe that planted the seed in
her mind. Two days later we got together and had lunch—

SC: And just banged out the idea, and by the end of lunch we were
on the phone getting people together to help us plan it.

ELLE: So you said, “Let’s take it on the road,” and—

LD: And kick up the dust. Thats the other thing. We are going
to places where they may not be talking about this enough. That
was one of our goals, to not go to the coasts, to not preach to the
converted. So we're going to colleges in the South, for two weeks
going nonstop, like maniacs, doing all the media we can do—

SC: Trying to stir things up from the second we get into town.

LD: I¢'ll be me doing a 20-minute speech laying it out and tel-
ling people what you can do as an individual, what your school
can do, and what the country has to do. The goal is to then
deliver the message to DC. We'll show a little footage from An
Inconvenient Truth, we'll show a liccle comedy, Sheryl will come
out, play three songs, and then I'll come out, we'll have a Q&A,
and play a closing number.

ELLE: Who's going to be on the bus?

SC: Hair and makeup, definitely [laughter].

LD: Larry will show up for a day or two; I don't think he could last
too long on the bus. I once took him camping, and I said, “Never
again.” We'll have Good Morning America on the bus with us. We'll
have bloggers, people doing webcasts; MSN is broadcasting the

tour. We're sending our itinerary to our high-profile friends.

SC: Our one-bus tour is going to end up being about six buses.
LD: [Stops and thinks for a moment] We'll have to kick some people
off so we can reduce the number of buses.

SC: They can drive in their hybrids behind us [laughter]. A parade
of Priuses.

ELLE: It reminds me of those 1992 Clinton-Gore bus tours.

LD: Well, it is a campaign.

ELLE: With a mostly red-state audience.

LD: Thats why I have a rock star with me! I'm serious. I've been
waiting 10 years for a rock star to come to me and say, “Laurie,
want to help you.”

SC: You were probably hoping for a good-looking guy.

LD: You know what, I'm not complaining. I've been waiting for
this moment, and here she is, and I feel like a gift from the heavens
above has dropped down upon me. I think were going to get
people we'd never have gotten who will be excited to see Sheryl
play a couple of songs in an intimate setting, when they wouldn'
normally get to see her, and then we get to talk to those people.
And if the unlikely pairing of the two of us gets just a quarter of
them engaged and active, then we will have succeeded hugely.
ELLE: Why do you consider yourselves an unlikely pairing?

LD: Sheryl’s from the South; I'm from the East. She has dinner with
Tim McGraw; I eat with climate scientists. She’s a world-renowned
singer; 'm tone-deaf.

SC: She has the expertise and I have the draw, which I'm notafraid
to abuse.

ELLE: I heard a story last year about an A-list actress who did a
public-service announcement for an environmental cause, then was
castigated in the press for driving an SUV. I wondered if you—
SC: Are prepared to be castigated?

ELLE: No, but I wanted to ask you guys about the ability of a
celebrity to make a difference on such issues.

SC: We just were talking about it, because there are so
many people we could call on. But it’s tricky. In politics, the
campaigns that have included celebrities, sometimes it works
against the candidate. That’s why I say if you're going to go

CROW: SWEATER BY RALPH LAUREN AVAILABLE AT SAKS FIFTH AVENUE; TANK BY ZOOEY AVAILABLE AT CURVE, LOS ANGELES; JEANS BY 7 FOR ALL MANKIND AVAILABLE AT SAKS FIFTH AVENUE; JEWELRY AVAILABLE AT KAVIAR & KIND:
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out and talk about stem cells, if you're going to talk about the
environment, you have to know what you're talking about and
you have to also live it to the best of your ability. You set yourself
up for scrutiny if you're not prepared.

LD: No one is going to live up to the gold standard, and all that
imperative has done for the environmental movement is to push
people out. You can take my life apart and find things that I'm
doing wrong; I'm my own biggest critic. I love this point from
Brian Schweitzer, the governor of Montana: Unless you are
in a tree and eating nuts, you are emitting carbon. This is such
an important point, because this is what has to shift in people’s
minds. We're all environmentalists. People feel like, Well, if T drive
an SUV, I guess I

can’t be someonewho works on

global warming issues, and you can. You can! If you drive an SUV,
you're still an environmentalist. You haven't made the change yet,
but you still want clean air and clean water, I assume. You still
want snowy winters, you still want the leaves to turn in the fall.
SC: I read this statistic the other day that said we could reduce our
energy consumption in the next 15 or 20 years by 50 percent, just
through energy efficiency in buildings and cars.

LD: Thats attainable. It’s not that youre going to have to read by
candlelight; ic’s that we're wasting so much. A big piece of this
is conservation. It’s like connecting the dots between turning
that light switch on and the coal-burning power plant that the
energy comes from. Does the light need to be burning when
no one’s in the room? Think about all the office buildings,
all the over-air-conditioning in hotels. So if we could just get
people conscious about that, we could make a significant dent
in this thing. We don’t have to wait for some great invention.
Small acts by millions of people—imagine the impact of that. If
someone changes one thing, they’re likely to change two things,
and then three things. Then they're likely to demand that from
their leadership. And that’s why we're taking our butts out on
the road—to try to tell this to people.

SC: We somehow think that we're invincible; people forget in our
busy, distracted, or possibly arrogant way that we cantt do it without
the planet. But when the planet dies, we're sort of f—-ked. To treat it
with such disrespect, there is a karmic correlation. I'm a woo-woo
meditator, hug a tree and all that, and there was a day last year
when there was supposed to be some sort of shift retrogradewise,
and you could actually state your intentions to the universe. I was
in New York and a friend, a brilliant spiritual guy, said, “Well, if
you can just sit down on the earth,” and I was like, “T'm in New
York!” And he said, “Okay, go stand next to a tree.” So my manager

and I came out of a meeting and literally held on to a tree at 10
after five, which was the exact time [laughter]. I was like, “I have
so many opportunities now; where can I be most effective?”
And then it was only like a week later that I met Laurie.

ELLE: I imagine that you must feel inspired this year, with the
response to An Inconvenient Truth and the changing of the guard
in Congress.

LD: I feel totally hopeful. I'm encouraged by what I'm seeing
happening with more and more CEOs stepping up, saying, “I
have to fight carbon emissions.”

ELLE: Examples?

LD: A great example is that Rupert Murdoch just senta company-
wide memo. It was astonishing, saying, “We will not be culpable,
we have to engage on this issue now,” and he had a whole list of
goals News Corp. is going to do on global warming. I
think what Wal-Mart is doing on this issue—
reducing packaging, adding organics
and CF lightbulbs—is making a
huge difference already.

ELLE: How about in the music
industry?

sC: Tours are being carbon-ofset,

LD: And if the pressure continues—
from individuals, from business—this
islike a pot of boiling water that is happening
right now, and the flame has been turned up. And it’s going
to explode. I think were gonna see change before George Bush
leaves office. We have to. We dont have two years to wait.

ELLE: That sounds scary.

LD: Weell, I think you have to scare people a little bit because what’s
happening is scary. We need some truth here. But we didn't mean
this to happen. That’s an important point. When the car was
invented, when the Industrial Revolution happened, we didn'
know. But we know now and we have to react. And to do nothing
knowing what we now know is downright unethical.

ELLE: If you could kidnap one person who would never willingly
climb aboard the bus—

LD: George Bush!

ELLE: What would you do to him?

LD: I would sit him down and make him watch an An
Inconvenient Truth.

ELLE: Tie him up if you had to?

LD: Tie him up and give him popcorn—

SC: Or give him a mani-pedi [laughter].

LD: And hed have to sit there and watch it. And if I couldn’t
get him, I'd get his two daughters. Because I think if they saw
this movie, they would be saying, “Dad, come on, you gotta do
something.” So let’s formally throw that out as an offer to Barbara
and Jenna Bush: On the bus, with us, two days, you'll have the
time of your life, you'll watch the movie—

SC: Mani-pedis, massage, facial, An Inconvenient Truth. ..

ELLE: What kind of effect did the movie have on you?

SC: I think I felt the same way everyone did. You leave there feeling
an immense sense of urgency, and also you feel a responsibility.
The planet were living on—we're renters here, and there are going
to be people who come after us. The speed that global Warmmg

is progressmg, we cant lgHOI‘C it anymore.
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